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BUSHFIRES





       Quite a few of the BIFB Inc Board are ‘bushies’ and most of us feel we dodged a bullet on Black Saturday. Those horrendous fires which wiped out so many lives and homes  could have quite easily headed west instead of south east. Our thoughts go out to Brian and Di Gilkes who lost their home at St Andrews [Brian ran a fine print workshop at DFB07, and is principal of Pharos Editions, who print for a number of well known Australian photographers] Last I heard Brian did not  know if his studio had survived as they had not been allowed back into the fire ground to check. 











CHILLOUT PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE





      A pleasing response to the call for entry saw 55 photographers enter 102 images for the prize. The shortlist panel selected  45 works  by 35 photographers to hang in the finalist exhibition for the consideration of the judges, who will award  the $3000 Prize at the Launch of the show at 2.00pm at the Novotel Forest Resort, 1500 Midland Hwy Creswick , on Sunday March 1st.


The final selection well and truly lives up to the prize theme of ‘Diversity’ with works ranging from portraits to landscapes, from still life to street photography, and from staged tableaux to abstracts.  Whilst only those images short listed are eligible to win, all works submitted for the prize are included in an audio visual which will run continuously for the duration of the exhibition. If you can’t join us for the launch on Sunday March 1st, the show will continue at the Forest Resort until Sunday March 15th. And after that  will reprise at BIFB’09 at as part of the Fringe Exhibition Program.





FRINGE PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  OPEN


     


       Pro forma and instructions for participating in the BIFB’09 Fringe Exhibition Program are now posted on the website.  Whilst the Core Exhibition Program will be mainly concentrated within the Ballarat Arts and Culture Precinct, the Fringe will operate at venues throughout the City of Greater Ballarat, the Hepburn Shire towns of Creswick, Daylesford, Trentham, and Clunes. Some keen individuals have already pre empted the process and found themselves a space to exhibit. Participation in the BIFB’09 Fringe is by agreement  between artist and venue.  You cannot  register your show without  a venue.  You can find one on your own, or  consult the list which will be soon posted on the website.  A condition of participation by venues is that they have public liability insurance and observe our risk assessment  policy. If you have found yourself a venue which has not already been included in our venue survey, ask them to contact the office on 5331 4833 for a venue kit.


The nature of the Fringe is that anyone can enter. You don’t necessarily have to be a practising professional or a dedicated photographic artist. You can register a show as an individual, or as a collaboration with another artist or as part of a group. There are no restrictions on style or themes. As long as you can find a venue to show your work and  pay the registration fee of $250, which covers the cost of your program listing and venue signage, you can be part of BIFB’09














BIFB’09 PORTFOLIO REVIEWS





How do you get noticed in the competitive photography market? Is your work of a standard worthy of you progressing to super star status? Are you floundering in a sea of fixer, unsure of what direction your photographic career should take?  The Portfolio Review process is a kind of ‘speed dating’ for photographers where a selection of 20 minute one on one reviews with career important professionals,  such as gallery owners, curators, publishers, agents and educators, can give you valuable feedback on your work. The Portfolio Review Program at BIFB’09 has been expanded to two days and will run on Thursday September 3rd and Friday September 4th. The fee for BIFB 2009 is $125 per day for four x 20 minute sessions, or $200 for both days or 8 x 20 minute sessions. The Portfolio Review Program is a big part of most of the major International Festivals of Photography. At Fotofest Houston USA [ http://www.fotofest.org/ff2008/meetingplace.htm ] their Portfolio Review process goes by the name of  ‘The Meeting Place’, and in 2008, 16 days of reviews were booked out  months in advance by photographers wanting the opportunity to show their work to people who matter. The Portfolio Review is a great chance to see people who in other circumstances may take months to schedule an appointment to see your folio. We expect demand for Portfolio Reviews at BIFB’09 to be high, so send your expression of interest to be involved to � HYPERLINK "mailto:portfolios@ballaratfoto.org" ��portfolios@ballaratfoto.org� and we will send you an information kit. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 


       For those of you who have already responded requesting a portfolio review info kit, hold fire, as we are still waiting to finalize the list of reviewers. Our intention is to put together a panel of around 30 experts  covering all aspects of photography so participating photographers will be able to get maximum value on feedback from persons most conversant with their field of endeavour. 





 MEET OUR VENUES No 4        THE GOLD MUSEUM





�





       The only  Core Program venue not located within 5 minutes walk of another is the Gold Museum at Sovereign Hill, but it is only a 5 minute drive from the Ballarat Arts and Culture Precinct and is accessed by a regular bus service. The  Gold Museum will host Gary Steer’s multi media presentation  titled ‘Visions of Gold’.  Admission to the Gold Museum is included in the ticket price for Sovereign Hill, and is also free for


BIFB Inc members and season ticket holders – a good reason to sign up for either









































          





       











GET INVOLVED WITH THE BIFB





      The BIFB is a not for profit incorporated association. Our festival is put together  by volunteers with an


incredible amount of blood sweat and tears. We have a range of organising committees to help with the literally thousand tasks needed to stage an event of this size. All committees would welcome new blood to help share the load. Currently committees operate in Daylesford, Ballarat, Trentham, Melbourne and Sydney. If you would like to contribute to any of these groups, call the office on 5331 4833 for next meeting dates and times of the various groups.


      The BIFB office in the Mining Exchange could also do with an intern – someone who is interested both in photography and gaining experience in event management – ideally Ballarat based, and willing to commit to 2 or 3 days per week.  Once again, call the office  on 5331 4833 if you think this position would suit you.
















































































MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT


     


      Continuing with my teaser previews of BIFB’09 Core Program shows, from close to home, we have new work by Samantha Everton.  Samantha has won several prestigious awards including The Leica Documentary, Head On, and second prize in the Prix de la Photographie Paris [Px3].  Samantha's work is seductively beautiful.  She works with film, then moves the process into digital.  In her work for the BIFB09 - Respire / Surrender -  Samantha uses her hallmark rich colour saturation and subject movement to create an intriguing sense of mystery.  The imagery strongly references the darkness and power of the ocean contrasted with the fragility of human lives.  This work promises to be another important milestone in the  career of this inspirational artist.


      Also from Australia, Toowoomba QLD to be precise, and something completely different, is the partnership of Doug Spowart + Victoria Cooper.  This highly creative team are renowned for their unusual and often unique photographic explorations  for example,  converting  their  Toyota Tarago van into a travelling camera obscura.   Their collaborations also include an impressive collection of artists books that display their substantial and prolific output,  and it is these that the BIFB will include in the Core Program. The books are a work of art within their own right, and we know you will respond very positively to the exhibition Book : Site by Spowart +Cooper.                                                                          Julie Millowick BIFB Inc President








MASAKI HIRANO  AT THE CONVENT GALLERY


     


I had the honour and pleasure of welcoming back DFB’07 Core Program artist Masaki Hirano from Japan, whose monumental ‘Stumps of Silence’ was one of the undoubted highlights the festival.  Masaki arrived via New York, where he had spent four days sleeping on Elliot Erwitt’s floor. Masaki spent his 4 days in Australia sleeping on my floor, so I am claiming fame by association. The pleasure was doubled for me as I had the honour of launching his show at the Convent Gallery to the biggest opening crowd the Convent has seen in a long time. The Show is a survey of works from Masaki’s book, ‘Down the Road of Life’, and includes works from Cuba, East Timor and Bosnia, as well as scaled down versions of some of the ‘Stumps’ series. The show continues until April. If you missed  Masaki’s show at Andersons Mill at DFB’07 get along to the Convent and


check it out.





�


                                                                                                                             pic matthew sleeth


The Convent Gallery Corner of Hill and Daly Streets Daylesford, open daily from 10am to 5pm. Admission is $5 















































The Convent Gallery is open daily from 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is $5.00. The Convent Gallery, corner of Hill and Daly Streets Daylesford.





         








CALL FOR CAMERAS





       Ballarat schools – all levels from kinder to secondary – have been invited to participate in the BIFB’09


‘ School Project’ , which will see students undertake photographic projects on the theme ‘ Looking at my world’.


The best 350 images will be displayed in the shopfront windows of Myer at Central Square  for the duration of the Festival. Photographers from the MAP Group who are staging a BIFB’09 Core Program exhibition [‘Mapping Ballarat’] have made their time available for a series of workshops with students. 


       We are putting out a call for second hand compact digital cameras  for distribution to schools that may need cameras for the project. Any cameras around 5 megapixels or more, preferably  with a memory card, cables, batteries and a handbook would be suitable.  If you have recently upgraded to a camera with a few more features and higher resolution, and have your last year’s model consigned to the wardrobe shelf, send it


to us and we will make sure it goes to a good home. Or if posting is a problem, please call and we will see if we can arrange  collection. 5331 4833
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END NOTE





      If you have any comments or topics you would like addressed in future editions of BIFFO please feel free to send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:biffo@ballaratfoto.org" ��biffo@ballaratfoto.org�  If you no longer wish to receive information on the Ballarat International Foto Biennale, simply send us an email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ballaratfoto.org" ��info@ballaratfoto.org� with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line and we will delete


your details from our database 











TRENTHAM FRINGE PRESENTS SPECIAL WORKSHOP PROGRAM





          The Fringe Program at Trentham and the surrounding hamlets of East Trentham and Tylden will


be specifically focussed on Alternative [or historical] photographic processes. These processes include photogravure, gum bichromate, van dyke brown, platinum, palladium, cyanotype, photograms, salt  and  a host of other printing processes.  


Booking for the Trentham Workshop series has already opened and includes classes with internationally renowned  Mike Ware from the UK and Karl Koenig from the USA. Most of these workshops are fairly intensive and have small class sizes, so best get in early and book your place or you may be left on the shelf. The Trentham fringe will also host a couple of not to be missed special events – ‘Science in the Pub’ with David Malin, and  ‘The Gathering’ large format weekend. For full details of the workshops on offer, presenter profiles, costs, dates and booking procedures go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.goldstreetstudios.com.au" ��www.goldstreetstudios.com.au� 








ANOTHER WAY TO GET INVOLVED IN THE BIFB





      Maybe you don’t have time to get involved in the festival in an organisational capacity, but you might consider giving some time during the festival as a volunteer to help sit exhibitions or assist with  seminar and projections sessions etc.  Send us an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ballaratfoto.org" ��info@ballaratfoto.org� to get your name on the volunteer list.


And if you don’t have the time or energy to devote to volunteer tasks, you can really help us by becoming a BIFB Inc member or purchasing a BIFB’09 Season Ticket. Download forms at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ballaratfot.org" ��www.ballaratfot.org� at the archive page.








HOOZOO AT BIFB’09   [getting to know some of our festival personnel]





         This month it’s BIFB Sydney committee member Anthony Browell


         Anthony hails from Balmain Sydney [originally from the UK] and likes to 


         go down to the sea [or river] in boats. An accomplished and respected 


         architecture photographer, Anthony is happiest under a dark-cloth 


         composing large format pinhole pictures.





 Q1.   Favourite photographer?  Larry Burrows, LIFE Photographer, died in Vietnam


 Q2.   Read any good books lately?  Not Actually


 Q3.   What gets you hot under the collar?  Sayers and not Doers. 


 Q4.   What calms you down?  Aloneness and loud music.


 Q5.   First camera? Brownie Box


 Q6.   Favourite cuisine? Anything Asian.


 Q7.   Something not many people know about you? I built the Murray River Paddle-steamer P.S.Emmylou, at Echuca.


 Q8.   Analogue or digi? Jobs Digi, personal....large format Pinhole.


 Q9.   Dog or cat?  Dog, Jerryboy


 Q10. Three people you would love to have to dinner?  Billy Birmingham, (The Twelth Man), a sober homeless person,


         my first girlfriend. 
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