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SEASONS SURVIVAL





       We trust that most of you came through the end of the silly season relatively intact and optimistic about the year ahead. 2009 is a big year for the BIFB crew. It’s just 8 short months to the launch of BIFB’09.  With still a pile of groundwork to be done before then, it’s a case of little or no rest for us.


We are thumbing our noses at the Global Financial Crisis and pressing onwards with the aim of presenting the biggest photographic event that the southern hemisphere will see in 2009. Time to make 


the following entry in that squeaky clean new 2009 diary.  ‘Sept. 4th to Oct 4th – Overdose on photography at BIFB’09’ 











FRINGE PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  OPEN


     


       By the time you read this, pro forma and instructions for participating in the BIFB’09 Fringe Exhibition Program will hopefully be posted on the website.  Whilst the Core Exhibition Program will be mainly concentrated within the Ballarat Arts and Culture Precinct, the Fringe will operate at venues throughout the City of Greater Ballarat, the Hepburn Shire towns of Creswick, Daylesford, *Trentham, and Clunes. Some keen individuals have already pre empted the process and found themselves a space to exhibit Participation in the BIFB’09 Fringe is by agreement  between artist and venue.  You cannot  register your show without  a venue.  You can find one on your own, or  consult the list which will be soon posted on the website.  A condition of participation by venues is that they have public liability insurance and observe our risk assessment  policy. If you have found yourself a venue which has not already been included in our venue survey, ask them to contact the office on 5331 4833 for a venue kit.














CHILLOUT PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE





      Less than 2 weeks to get your entry in for the 2009 Chillout photography Prize. Judges for the final are  Kingston based Rob Imhoff – respected long time high end advertising photographer and TVC director. [Rob had the judging chore on his own in 2008, but this year we have introduced two more respected photographers to the panel so that the task of selecting  the winner is less onerous.] This year sees BIFB Inc President Julie Millowick and Melbourne based Heather Dinas, whose work encompasses both commercial and fine art photography, as well as education, will make a formidable panel when it comes to selecting the $3000 prize winner.    Even if your work  is not short listed for the Ballarat International Foto Biennale ChillOut Photography Prize print exhibition from which the winner will be selected,  all non-shortlisted entries will be included in a screen based presentation which will accompany the show at the Novotel Forest Resort Creswick over the ChillOut festival period, and will repeat as part of the Fringe at BIFB’09 in case you happen to miss it at ChillOut. This year’s theme is ‘Diversity’.  The call for entry closes Friday Jan 23rd, so load up your pixels / halides and get shooting for your chance to win $3000 and have your images seen by a potential ChillOut audience of 20,000 and another 40,000 at BIFB ‘09. Full details and entry forms at the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ballaratfoto.org" ��www.ballaratfoto.org� and ChillOut program info from www.chilloutfestival.com.au





BIFB’09 PORTFOLIO REVIEWS





How do you get noticed in the competitive photography market? Is your work of a standard worthy of you progressing to super star status? Are you floundering in a sea of fixer, unsure of what direction your photographic career should take?  The Portfolio review process is a kind of ‘speed dating’ for photographers where a selection of 20 minute one on one reviews with career important professionals,  such as Gallery Owners, Curators, publishers, agents and educators, can give you valuable feedback on your work.. The Portfolio Review Program at BIFB’09 has been expanded to two days and will run on Thursday September 3rd and Friday September 4th. The fee for BIFB 2009 is $125 per day for four x 20 minute sessions, or $200 for both days or 8 x 20 minute sessions. The Portfolio Review Program is a big part of most of the major International Festivals of Photography, At Fotofest Houston USA [ http://www.fotofest.org/ff2008/meetingplace.htm ] their Portfolio Review process goes by the name of  ‘The Meeting Place’, and in 2008, 16 days of reviews were booked out  months in advance by photographers wanting the opportunity to show their work to people who matter. The Portfolio Review is a great chance to see people who in other circumstances may take months to schedule an appointment to see your folio. We expect demand for Portfolio Reviews at BIFB’09 to be high, so send your expression of interest to be involved to � HYPERLINK "mailto:portfolios@ballaratfoto.org" ��portfolios@ballaratfoto.org� and we will send you an information kit. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 





 MEET OUR VENUES No 3        POST OFFICE GALLERY








�


 


      The former Ballarat Post Office is now part of the University of Ballarat Arts Academy  and functions as the Post Office Gallery. The space will feature Core Program artists Doug Spowart and Victoria Cooper from Toowoomba Qld with their  ‘Book : Site’  exhibition of hand made artists books and photobooks





























          





       





     The Post Office Gallery is part of the University of Ballarat Arts Academy is situated on the corner of Sturt Street and Lydiard Street North, and as the name implies, was formerly the Ballarat Post Office building. 





SUPPORT BIFB BY BECOMING A MEMBER OR BUYING A BIFB’09 SEASON TICKET





      Show your support for the BIFB by either becoming a member or purchasing a BIFB’09 Season Ticket. Either option will give you great savings on your BIFB’09 experience including discounts on event registration, workshops, portfolio reviews, master-classes and BIFB’09 merchandise, as well as free entry to most BIFB’09 seminars and projections evenings, plus free entry to the few exhibition venues which have an admission charge. And of course you will be helping us to raise the considerable amount of funds needed to stage such a huge event.  Download a member form at the website and Contact the office on 5331 4833 to order your Season Ticket now! BIFB’09 Season Tickets are $50, while membership of BIFB Inc costs $44



















































































MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT


     


In this short newsletter, it is impossible to describe all the work and do it justice, however I will just touch on several more Core Program exhibitions to whet your appetite.  I look forward to continuing these previews of this exciting program in future issues of BIFFO, so keep reading!





Something completely different, is the partnership of Doug Spowart + Victoria Cooper.  This highly creative team are renowned for their unusual and often unique photographic explorations.  For example,  converting  their  Toyota Tarago van into a travelling camera obscura.   Their collaborations also include an impressive collection of artists books that display their substantial and impressive output,  and it is these that the BIFB will include in the Core Program.  The books are a work of art within their own right, and we know you will respond very positively to the exhibition Book : Site by Spowart + Cooper.





Remaining in Australia, and in fact coming right to our back door - the Central Victorian Goldfields - Gary Steer  presents Visions of Gold.  This exhibition includes 19th century photographs - black and white images that confront us with a purity and strength conveying in a powerful way the unpretentious honest statements made by those early photographic practitioners.    Gary Steer then contrasts these historic moments with colour photographs of  contemporary post gold rush locations.





Our homage exhibition during 09 will be to the fashion photographer Bruno Benini [1923-2003] Australia/Italy A retrospective.  Bruno, who worked right through the 1950's, 60's ad 70's  photographed some of the most famous and beautiful models of that halcyon era of fashion.  His work not only reflects the major themes and styles of the time, but shows his innovative interpretations of integrating other significant design elements with fashion - eg architecture and artwork.





Moving to Bruno's homeland of Italy, we bring you the work of Pommefritz [Max Boschini +  Mauro Manuini], Isle of Memories.  The  photographers  Max Boschini and Mauro Manuini, worked for 3 years, in the province of Mantua amid ruined buildings and abandoned neglected locations.  Working with  film, their photographic technique includes cross processing, resulting in distorted colour which creates a dream-like effect.


They communicate messages of remembrance and emotion that are presented in complex and compelling emotional layers.  The work is also, quite simply, stunningly beautiful.








*TRENTHAM FRINGE PRESENTS SPECIAL PROGRAM





          The Fringe Program at Trentham and the surrounding hamlets of East Trentham and Tylden will


be specifically focussed on Alternative [or historical] photographic processes. These processes include photogravure, gum bichromate, van dyke brown, platinum, palladium, cyanotype, photograms, salt  and  a host of other printing processes. There is even some debate as to whether the silver gelatine printing process can now be considered ‘alternative’. Nonetheless  all exhibitions, lectures, workshops and events staged in and around Trentham will need to qualify as an ‘alternative’ process. To this end, all exhibition and event proposals need to be accepted by the Trentham Organising Committee before registration with the BIFB can proceed. If you wish to be included in the BIFB’09 Trentham Fringe Program download the special Trentham Fringe Application form from the Fringe page at the website


Of course, if you work is based in an alternate process you don’t necessarily  have to show in Trentham. Your work will happily fit into any of the other Fringe Programs which will operate throughout the Hepburn Shire and the City of Ballarat as part of BIFB’09 without any restrictions.








HOOZOO AT BIFB’09   [getting to know some of our festival personnel]





              


        This month it’s BIFB President Julie Millowick


        Julie hails from Fryerstown near Castlemaine and amongst other


        things photographic is senior lecturer in photojournalism at 


        La Trobe University Bendigo.





 


 Q1.  Favourite photographer?    lots, but let's say Josef Koudelka


 Q2.  Read any good books lately?   The Sorrows of an American, by Siri Hustvedt, The Senator's Wife by Sue Miller


 Q3.  What gets you hot under the collar?  injustice


 Q4.  What calms you down?  classical music, particularly opera


 Q5.  First camera?    1950's plastic one that took, I think 620 film


 Q6.  Favourite cuisine?    Italian


 Q7.  Something not many people know about you?  I swim 800 metres 3 times a week


 Q8.  Analogue or digi?   Heart is with film, but my life is totally digital


 Q9.   Dog or cat?   dog


 Q10. Three people you would love to have to dinner?  Geoffry Robertson, Philip Gourevich, John Pilger
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MASAKI HIRANO RETURNS TO THE CONVENT GALLERY


     


Come along for the opening and meet the artist Masaki Hirano from Japan, who featured in the Core Program at DFB’07 with his massive work ‘Stumps of Silence’ in the wonderfully funky granery shed at Andersons Mill Smeaton. If you happened to miss the Andersons Mill shows, you can see some a scaled down version of ‘Stumps of Silence’ along with other Masaki Hirano works from Cuba and the Balkans when his exhibition opens on Sunday January 25th The show will be opened at 2.00pm by BIFB Festival Director Jeff Moorfoot. 


The Convent Gallery is open daily from 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is $5.00. The Convent Gallery, corner of Hill and Daly Streets Daylesford.





         








END NOTE





      If you have any comments or topics you would like addressed in future editions of BIFFO please feel free to send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:biffo@ballaratfoto.org" ��biffo@ballaratfoto.org�  And of course, the BIFB  is always looking for volunteers to help with the myriad tasks necessary to run an event of this scope and size.  If you would like to become part of the team, send us an email outlining your strengths and availability.
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BALLARAT ORGANISING COMMITTEE





          The BIFB organisational structure consists of a Board, a management team, and a series of organising committees. Currently we have organising committees in Daylesford, Trentham, Melbourne and Sydney.  The purpose of these groups is to assist with aspects of the Biennale specific to their area and expand our networks 


among these communities to encourage involvement in the festival on all levels, from sponsorships to venues, from volunteers to  logistics.  We are keen to establish a Ballarat based committee. The first meeting of this group will take place at the BIFB offices, upstairs at the Mining Exchange, 12 Lydiard Street North, Ballarat  at 6.30pm on Tuesday February 3rd 2009. If you would like more information regarding the Ballarat Organising Committee, call the office on 5331 4833 or just turn up on the evening.   








END NOTE





      If you have any comments or topics you would like addressed in future editions of BIFFO please feel free to send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:biffo@ballaratfoto.org" ��biffo@ballaratfoto.org�  And of course, the BIFB  is always looking for volunteers to help with the myriad tasks necessary to run an event of this scope and size.  If you would like to become part of the team, send us an email outlining your strengths and availability.














