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HOOZOO AT BIFB’09   [getting to know some of our festival personnel]





              


              This month it’s Juno Gemes from the Sydney Organising Committee.


              Hungarian born Juno came to Australia in 1949. Based in Sydney she  


              is a photographer, researcher  and publisher whose work has been 


              exhibited in Paris, Budapest and London. She has spent 30 years 


              documenting The Movement - the struggle of Indigenous Australians 


              for recognition and rights.





 





 Q1.    Favourite photographer?  Tina Modotti , Eugene Smith, Richard Avedon 


 Q2.    Read any good books lately? Tina Modotti - Radical photographer  - by Margaret Hooks,  Da Capo Press


 Q3.    What gets you hot under the collar? Injustice, narrow thinking, philistine comments by politicians!


 Q4.    What calms you down? Going fishing, walking by the ocean, in the darkroom with good music


 Q5.    First camera?   Pentax 


 Q6.    Favourite cuisine? Authentic Thai,  Asian Fusion


 Q7.    Something not many people know about you? I enjoy a sense of the absurd and a dark sense of humor


 Q8.    Analogue or digi? Both - I'll never let go of film - because it will last!


 Q9.    Dog or cat? Cat


 Q10.  Three people you would love to have to dinner?   Sam Wood Taylor,  Annie Lebovitz  and  Francois Hebel
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SEASONS GREETINGS





       The BIFB Inc Board, the Festival Management Team and Organising Committee members all extend their wishes for a safe and happy festive season to our readers. We trust that the break will be an enjoyable one in spite of the current global financial meltdown. A good time with friends, family and loved ones isn’t necessarily incumbent on the size of your wallet, so get out there and enjoy, and remember – no matter how tough life may seem, you can guarantee that there is always someone out there worse off 


than yourself!





FRINGE PROGRAM APPLICATIONS ABOUT TO OPEN


     


       Had we had our ‘druthers, all the Fringe Exhibition Program material would have been posted at the website and applications to exhibit would be rolling in. Believe me, we are working on it! To date our efforts have necessarily been concentrated on locking in the Core Exhibition Program, but now that is done [well almost!]  we are nose to the grindstone surveying Fringe venues and preparing the documentation which will make registration a relatively straightforward process.


       In essence, the Fringe at BIFB’09 [we called it ‘Umbrella’ at DFB’07] is open entry. Anyone who can find a venue, pay a registration fee and mount an exhibition can be a part of BIFB’09.  Whilst the Core Exhibition Program will be mainly concentrated within the Ballarat Arts and Culture Precinct, the Fringe will operate at venues throughout the City of Greater Ballarat, the Hepburn Shire towns of Creswick, Daylesford, *Trentham, and Clunes. Participation in the BIFB’09 Fringe is by agreement  between artist and venue.  You cannot  register your show without  a venue.  You can find one on your own, or  consult the list which will be eventually posted on the website.  A condition of participation by venues is that they have public liability insurance and observe our risk assessment  policy. If you have found yourself a venue which has not already been included in our venue survey, ask them to contact the office on 5331 4833 for a venue kit.














CHILLOUT PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE





      Had enough of investing good money on your entry into a photography prize and having nothing to show besides a rejection notice? Let’s face it, nowadays you are lucky to even get that. Even if your work  is not shortlisted for the Ballarat International Foto Biennale ChillOut Photography Prize print exhibition from which the winner will be selected,  all non-shortlisted entries will be included in a screen based presentation which will accompany the show at the Novotel Forest Resort Creswick over the ChillOut festival period, and will repeat as part of the Fringe at BIFB’09 in case you happen to miss it at ChillOut. 2009 also sees an increase in the prize to $3000. This year’s theme is ‘Diversity’.  Call for entry closes Friday Jan 23rd, so load up your pixels / halides and get shooting for your chance to win $3000 and have your images seen by a potential ChillOut audience of 20,000 and another 40,000 at BIFB ‘09. Full details and entry forms at the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ballaratfoto.org" ��www.ballaratfoto.org� and ChillOut program info from www.chilloutfestival.com.au





BIFB’09 PORTFOLIO REVIEWS





      An innovation at DFB’07 was the Portfolio Review Program which ran over just a single day where candidates were afforded the opportunity to gain valuable feedback on their portfolios from career influential reviewers such as Gallery owners, publishers, picture and magazine editors, academics , curators and festival directors drawn from across Australia and the world. Photographers paid a fee for a number of 20 minute one-on-one sessions with the reviewers of their choice to show their work for feedback and advice. The Portfolio Review Program at BIFB’09 has been expanded to two days and will run on Thursday September 3rd and Friday September 4th. The fee for BIFB 2009 is $125 per day for four x 20 minute sessions, or $200 for both days or 8 x 20 minute sessions. The Portfolio Review Program is a big part of most of the major International Festivals of Photography, and in some cases, as at FotoFest Houston USA [ http://www.fotofest.org/ff2008/meetingplace.htm ] their Portfolio Review process goes by the name of  ‘The Meeting Place’, and in 2008, 16 days of reviews were booked out  months in advance by photographers wanting the opportunity to show their work to people who matter. The process is very much like speed dating, and is a great chance to see people who in other circumstances may take months to schedule an appointment to see your folio. We expect demand for Portfolio Reviews at BIFB’09 to be high, so send your expression of interest to be involved to 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:portfolios@ballaratfoto.org" ��portfolios@ballaratfoto.org� and we will send you an information kit. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 





 MEET OUR VENUES No 2        THE BALLARAT GALLERY OF ART






































          





       





     The Art Gallery of Ballarat [formerly  The Ballarat Fine Art Gallery] is another of our major venues for the BIFB’09. The Gallery will host Core Program  Exhibitions in the Timkin and Mars Galleries and the Functions area. All told there will be 5 or 6 shows installed in the spaces, and like the majority of BIFB’09 Core Program venues, entry will be free. The Art Gallery of Ballarat  shows a diverse range of works, including permanent displays, and a dynamic exhibition program ensures that there is always something fresh to see. This collection  was established in 1884 and is the oldest and largest gallery in regional Australia. The gallery houses major collections covering the history of Australian art from the early colonial period to the present day.





XMAS GIFT SUGGESTION





      Know someone near and dear who is an absolute photography nut? How about for Xmas this year you consider a BIFB ‘09 Seasons Ticket as the ultimate gift? Or treat yourself!  Season Ticket holders  are admitted free or at a discount to all BIFB ‘09 venues that have an admission charge. They get  free entry to all seminar sessions and projections evenings [conditions apply], invitations to exclusive viewing evenings, discounts on conference tickets, workshop registrations, portfolio reviews and all BIFB ‘09 merchandise,  plus discounts on selected accommodation offers and a host of other benefits.  A BIFB ’09  season ticket costs just $55 [inc. GST]. Order yours before Dec 20th and it will be delivered in a gift envelope ready to slip under the Xmas tree.  Contact the office on 5331 4833 to order now!



















































































MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT


     


      The work that you will see in the Core Program at BIFB’09 is designed to excite your imagination and is drawn form an amazing diversity of photographic practice. Whilst some of the artists who will feature may not have yet been on your radar, be prepared for some of those names to become players on the World Photography stage. One such artist is  Lauren Simonutti from Baltimore in the USA who is still working with film - 100% in her case.  She writes that all of her favourite papers have been discontinued [Azo & bergger contact printing papers], and when her dwindling supplies run out she will have to come to a decision as to the direction of her work.   Her exhibition for the BIFB may well be one of the very last for Simonutti using this precious medium.   Simonutti tells stories.  She works 100% digital free, and using ether 5 x 4 or 5 x 7 inch negatives, makes contact prints, then selectively bleaches and tones them.  She applies her chemistry with brushes, rather than tray immersion.   You will love this work.  It is evocative, complex and multi layered.


       Our homage exhibition during 09 will be to the fashion photographer Bruno Benini [1923-2003] Australia/Italy ‘A retrospective’.  Bruno, who worked right through the 1950's, 60's ad 70's  photographed some of the most famous and beautiful models of that halcyon era of fashion.  His work not only reflects the major themes and styles of the time, but shows his innovative interpretations of integrating other significant design elements with fashion - eg architecture and artwork.


       Moving to Bruno's homeland of Italy, we bring you the work of Pommefritz [Max Boschini +  Mauro Manuin], Isle of Memories.  The  photographers  Max Boschini and Mauro Manuini worked for 3 years in the province of Mantua amid ruined buildings and abandoned neglected locations.  Working with  film, their photographic technique includes cross processing, resulting in distorted colour which creates a dream-like effect. They communicate messages of remembrance and emotion that are presented in complex and compelling emotional layers.  The work is also, quite simply, stunningly beautiful.


         Tune in for more snapshots of the BIFB’09 Core Program in next month’s newsletter

















*TRENTHAM FRINGE PRESENTS SPECIAL PROGRAM





          The Fringe Program at Trentham and the surrounding hamlets of East Trentham and Tylden will


be specifically focussed on Alternative [or historical] photographic processes. These processes include photogravure, gum bichromate, van dyke brown, platinum, palladium, cyanotype, photograms, salt  and  a host of other printing processes. There is even some debate as to whether the silver gelatine printing process can now be considered ‘alternative’. Nonetheless  all exhibitions, lectures, workshops and events staged in and around Trentham will need to qualify as an ‘alternative’ process. To this end, all exhibition and event proposals need to be accepted by the Trentham Organising Committee before registration with the BIFB can proceed. If you wish to be included in the BIFB’09 Trentham Fringe


Program you first need to contact the committee c/o  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ellie@ballaratfoto.org" ��ellie@ballaratfoto.org� or  [03]5424 1835 to see if


your proposal fits the Trentham bill.  Of course, if you work is based in an alternate process you don’t necessarily  have to show in Trentham. Your work will happily fit into any of the other Fringe Programs which will operate throughout the Hepburn Shire and the City of Ballarat as part of BIFB’09 without any restrictions.
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END NOTE





      If you have any comments or topics you would like addressed in future editions of BIFFO please feel free to send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:biffo@ballaratfoto.org" ��biffo@ballaratfoto.org�  And of course, the BIFB  is always looking for volunteers to help with the myriad tasks necessary to run an event of this scope and size.  If you would like to become part of the team, send us an email outlining your strengths and availability.











THIS IS THE YEAR THAT WAS


     


      If it was a watershed year for some things, it was a water - warehouse for the Biennale. We started 2008 by questioning if we still had the collective energy to go again after the burn-out that was DFB’07. We had nothing but praise from our audience, but behind the scenes, the efforts of two festivals with not a great deal of support  from those who had it within their powers to make the path a little smoother, meant it was touch and go if there would be a Biennale Mk III. 


       The infusion of a few new heads on the committee, and words of support from many areas, saw us commit to another festival in March. By June it was apparent that  it was going to be another desperate struggle. Enter stage left the City of Ballarat with the offer of seed funding, venue and logistical support if we relocated the Biennale 40kms down the Midland Highway. Ultimately it was an easy decision to make. The offer gives us the opportunity to take the Festival to the next level, to turn it in to a truly International event, and to think about future directions which could only ever remain a pipedream were we to stay in Daylesford. Our only major concern is if there we have enough time to pull everything together for a September 2009 launch for the Ballarat International Foto Biennale.  The way things are shaping, we think the answer is yes! 


       The past 5 months have seen us well settled in to the new offices at the Ballarat Mining exchange. We have a new Festival Manager on board, and a bunch of organising committees operating as far afield as Sydney in an effort to get the widest possible networks buzzing in anticipation of what Ballarat will have to offer photographers and fans of photography come next September.


      The Global Financial Crisis has been an unplanned and unwelcome guest. Our aim to attract sizeable corporate sponsorship has seen our target funding diminished considerably - what a bunch of timid souls they are out there in big business land! Last time I looked the sun still rose in the east and set in the west. Birds were still chirping, flowers were still blooming and traffic lights continued their sequence of red, orange green. Parking inspectors were still writing tickets, and my guess is that  gravity is still working and the earth is still spinning on its axis. Nevertheless we press onwards, our focus now turned to other potential forms of raising the necessary finance to stage BIFB’09 – i.e. arts and culture funding, philanthropic bodies and the like.


       You can help us top up the BIFB’09 piggy bank by becoming a member.  Cost is $44 and membership is valid until the AGM following BIFB’09. From there on in, renewal for a further festival is just $33. Not bad value for a two-year membership, especially when it includes a range of benefits and discounts that will save you


heaps at BIFB’09. Download a membership form at the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ballaratfoto.org" ��www.ballaratfoto.org�  [click on archive in the menu bar]  Your contribution will help us put on the best photography extravaganza in the Southern Hemisphere for 2009.  The alternative is that we all  take a lead from big business and end petrified like the good citizens of Pompeii, but buried under our own malaise rather than the ash of Vesuvius.


        And whilst you ponder that thought, why not forward this newsletter on to everyone you know who has an appreciation of the art of photography? And while you are at it, if you have a website, why not set up a link to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ballaratfoto.org" ��www.ballaratfoto.org� ? It won’t cost you anything, and it will help us expand our reach into the far corners of the galaxy.
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