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BIFB ‘09 CORE PROGRAM ANNOUNCED


     


       The bulk of the invited Core Program exhibiting artists have been confirmed for BIFB 2009.The line-up to date comprises 20 shows, ten of which are by internationally based artists and the balance home grown talent. International shows confirmed to date include Nathalie Daoust from Montreal, Canada. Hong Kong based Swede Gerhard Joren. Slavo Decyk from Poland. Mindaugas Kavaliauskas from Lithuania. Drex Brooks from Utah, USA. Max Boschini and Mauro Manuini AKA Pommefritz Crew from Italy, Lauren Simonutti from Baltimore,USA. Chen Nong from China. And Thomas Roessler from Germany. 


     


       The Australian contingent includes currently San Franciscan based Tim Griffith.  Robert Billington from Sydney. Doug Spowart + Victoria Cooper from Toowoomba. Konrad Winkler from Melbourne. Sam Oster from Adelaide. Samantha Everton from Melbourne. Alex Syndikas fro Macedon. Gary Steer from Sydney. Wayne Quilliam from Melbourne. the MAP Group with a Ballarat Project. And a tribute to Bruno Benini. 


    


      There are still a few invitations outstanding, and by the time BIFB 09 launches on Friday evening, September 4th  the Core Exhibition Program will number around  25 shows spread across 8 venues, the majority of which are situated within the Ballarat Arts and Culture precinct, and not more than 5 minutes walking distance from each other.


    


      Said Festival Director Jeff Moorfoot, who had the task of selecting the Core Program artists “The curatorial premise for BIFB ‘09 was to select a program based not on name or reputation, but based purely on whether the work  excited or inspired. There is a wonderful diversity in the styles and genre within which the selected artists work. The fact  that the majority of the Core Program is new work means our audience will not be disappointed with  the ‘same old same old, been there – done that ‘ syndrome”














TREASURER HEADS SOUTH





      After a short period as co-opted treasurer and Public Officer, we prepare to farewell Christina Read who is relocating to North West Tasmania in December. Christina has done a mighty job getting the books and budgets for 2009 in order in the time she has been in charge of the BIFB calculator. We thank her for her dedication and wish her all the best with her impending move.  Daylesford photographer and former accountant Tim Burder has been co-opted to take over the abacus from Christina.











NEW LOOK NEWSLETTER





     Welcome to edition 20 of the new look BIFB newsletter – new look, new name, new editor - and lots


of exciting new snippets of information regarding the 2009 Ballarat International Foto Biennale. 


September 2009 may seem like it’s still a long way off, but believe you me, it’s really just around 


the corner.





BIFB HAS A SYDNEY PRESENCE





      Albeit small, BIFB 09 now boasts a Sydney organising committee, with Anthony Browell and Juno Gemes heading up the harbourside BIFB presence. Both have a wealth of photographic knowledge and


bring a welcome link to photography and photographers  from Sydney and beyond. If you are Sydney based, and would like add to Anthony and Juno’s input into BIFB ‘09, send an email to the office and we’ll put you in touch. And if you happen to be anywhere else in OZ [or overseas even] and feel that you can make a contribution to the Biennale in organisational terms, providing contacts or circulating promotional materials we’d love to hear from you.  info@ballaratfoto.org





CHILLOUT PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE





      Once again the Ballarat International Foto Biennale presents the BIFB - ChillOut Photography Prize as part of the ChillOut Festival staged in and around Daylesford over the Labour Day weekend in March.


In a couple of departures from the Prize in 2008, the 2009 exhibition will hang in the Novotel Forest Resort at Creswick and the show will reprise as part of the Fringe Program at BIFB ‘09 in case you happen to miss it at ChillOut. 2009 also sees an increase in the prize to $3000. This year’s theme is ‘Diversity’.  Call for entry closes Friday Jan 23rd, so load up your pixels / halides and get shooting for your chance to win $3000 and have your images seen by a potential ChillOut audience of 20,000 and another 40,00 at BIFB ‘09. Full details and entry forms at the website www.ballaratfoto.org





XMAS GIFT SUGGESTION





      Know someone near and dear who is an absolute photography nut? How about for Xmas this year you consider a BIFB ‘09 Seasons Ticket as the ultimate gift? Or treat yourself!  Season Ticket holders  are admitted free or at a discount to all BIFB ‘09 venues that have an admission charge. They get  free entry to all seminar sessions and projections evenings [conditions apply], invitations to exclusive viewing evenings, discounts on conference tickets, workshop registrations, portfolio reviews and all BIFB ‘09 merchandise,  plus discounts on selected accommodation offers and a host of other benefits.  A BIFB ’09  season ticket costs just $55 [inc. GST]. Order yours before Dec 15th and it will be delivered in a gift envelope ready to slip under the Xmas tree.  Contact the office to order now!





 MEET OUR VENUES No 1        THE BALLARAT MINING EXCHANGE






































   





      The Ballarat Mining Exchange in Lydiard Street North will be the nerve centre of BIFB ‘09, housing the BIFB offices [those are they upstairs on the far wall – ‘Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your golden hair’]. The BIFB info Centre will be located just inside the front door, and the beautiful old building will host six or seven Core program exhibitions on the main floor and in the Call Room that leads off it [out of picture camera right]. The Mining Exchange will be first port of call for visitors to BIFB 09. It will be open every day of the Festival and manned by our knowledgeable volunteers with all the  info on what’s current and hot! 








BIFB IN PUNTERS PARADISE





      BIFB joined with Commerce Ballarat in a promotional push at Ballarat Stakes Day  at the picturesque Dowling Forest racecourse. The promotion included an exhibition of images from previous festivals and a a looped audio-visual promo-presentation of  the Core Program line-up at BIFB ’09, plus a short briefing  to the assembled business heads on what to expect come September in Ballarat next year by the Festival Director. Whilst we didn’t sign up any major sponsors on the day, our presence in Ballarat and our potential to make a considerable tourism impact on the city was well recognised from the event.








�





 BIFB ‘09 FRINGE PROGRAM





         Now that most of the Core Program and main venues are locked in, it’s almost time to start on the Fringe Exhibition Program for 2009. The Fringe is open entry. That means, if you can find yourself a venue, pay a registration fee  to the BIFB, and  put together a photographic exhibition, you too can be part of the 


BIFB 09 Fringe Program. Participation in the Fringe Exhibition Program is by agreement between artist and venue. You cannot register your show until you have locked in your venue. Our Events and Staging Crew are currently surveying potential venues in Ballarat, Creswick, Clunes, Daylesford, Hepburn Springs and Trentham, and eventually all this information will be available to download from the website.  We are looking for solo shows, group shows, collaborations, community based shows – including historical photographic displays, and covering all aspects and genres of photography.  We encourage photographic artists from the ranks of emerging, established and  even beginners, to participate in the Fringe. And if you feel that you are not yet at the stage where you could stage a solo show, there will be opportunities to participate in a range of open entry events where you can enter a single print or a smaller body of work than would be necessary for a normal show. If you are a practitioner of alternative or historical process photography, the township of Trentham are staging a boutique segment of BIFB ‘09 based around such processes. The alternative processes will not be restricted to exhibitions either. With two international masters already committed to attend there will be  workshops, seminars and special events based around the historical photographic processes.


         


         If you require any further information about participation in the Fringe, give the office a call on 5331 4833. And if you plan on staging a fringe Exhibition, why not consider either becoming a BIFB Inc member or taking out a Season Ticket? You will save almost half the cost of membership or your season ticket with your 


event registration discount!
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END NOTE





      If you have any comments or topics you would like addressed in future editions of BIFFO please feel free to send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:biffo@ballaratfoto.org" ��biffo@ballaratfoto.org�  And of course, the BIFB  is always looking for volunteers to help with the myriad tasks necessary to run an event of this scope and size.  If you would like to become part of the team, send us an email outlining your strengths and availability.














